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  Joao Magalhaes, who was 
also on the committee and has 
been advocating for a public-
private partnership to develop 
the Hacienda for four years, ex-
plained that the only investment 
required from the town – an 
ADA bathroom on the ground 
fl oor for $50,000 – was a bargain 
compared to the quarter million 
dollars the Hacienda has been 
costing the town yearly in main-
tenance and operating cost.
 The new parks and recre-
ation director, Breyana Brandt, 
explained she was confi dent 
that the wedding activity that 
had been the largest source of 
revenue for the Hacienda could 
continue at the Pavilion location. 
Her department would remain 
on the ground fl oor of the Haci-
enda, the restaurant would only 
use half, and La Sala and the Ca-
sita would be used for recreation 
classes. The garden room and 
mosaic room would still be avail-
able for community meetings. 
The restaurant would take over 
the kitchen, which Assadi would 
bring up to code and make ready 

to handle restaurant operations 
as well as catering, as well as the 
fi reside room, the dance room, 
which could be converted into a 
bar, and the courtyard for outside 
dining.
 Cynthia Battenberg, town 
manager, indicated that in her 
previous position as development 
manager for the town of San Le-
andro she had been in touch with 
Lafayette commercial real es-
tate professionals at Main Street 
Property and that their opinion of 
the rent offered by Assadi was is 
in line with Lamorinda prices.
 Korpus indicated that she 
now understood how things de-
veloped and agreed that proceed-
ing with lease negotiation was 
an opportunity the town should 
not miss. The rest of the council 
agreed.
 A lease proposal should come 
back to council for fi nal agree-
ment in May. Assadi will not be 
able to open the restaurant before 
November because weddings 
have already been booked until 
then with a promise to have ex-
clusive use of the facility.

An experienced planner to direct 
development in Moraga        ... continued from page A4
 Closer to completion is the 
Bollinger Valley project. The 
property owner for that site has 
proposed another alternative, 
only 85 homes – more than 100 
were previously contemplated. 
Farmer says that since it is a 
smaller project with a lesser im-
pact, it is grandfathered with the 
EIR previously approved and 
will not be impacted by the new 
hillside and ridgeline regulation 
that was recently approved. The 
project should start the series of 
public hearings this year.

 Farmer, who likes downtown 
development, is excited to see an 
in-fi ll development application 
coming in very soon for the emp-
ty lot next to the Rheem Theatre. 
He says that the site was studied 
by the planning commission four 
years ago, and adds that even if 
the town signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the owner, 
the project will not get any pref-
erential treatment and will have 
to stand on its own. 
 A few other things Farmer is 
excited about are the application 

for a microbrewery that should 
come in front of the planning 
commission in the early summer 
and a Lamorinda bike/scooter-
sharing program that will also 
include the college. 

You Already Know Us …
So let us help you move into a new home!

Now that you’ve bought a new home, there are several things you
will wish you’d done before you moved in…. 1. INTENSE 
CLEANING - to get rid of hidden dirt before your stuff hides 
it again. 2. PAINT - it’s much easier when you you are not 
moving funiture, it takes less prep & is less messy. 3. INSTALL 

STORAGE - that way you will insure that you unpack all of your moving boxes. 4. UPGRADE 
FLOORING - before you build a life on top of them, whether it’s new carpeting, or refi nishing 
or installing wood fl oors. 5. INSURE YOUR ATTIC IS WELL 
INSULATED - with today’s high energy costs, this can be a necessary 
but messy project if you are already moved into your new home.
* If you are still trying to fi nd your next forever home & you 
need a more personalized approach, reach out to Larry & Jeanne.

Larry Duson 415-297-2680
     larry.duson@dusonjoneshomes.com

Jeanne Jones 925-989-2262
     jeanne.jones@dusonjoneshomes.com

Plans to open La Finestra 
Restaurant at the Hacienda 
move forward
... continued from page A5

Zoning and general plan 
amendments for Moraga 
Adobe parcel approved
... continued from page A7
 Contacted after the meet-
ing, Kent Long, president of the 
Friends of the Moraga Adobe, 
said that the group remains con-
fi dent that they will be able to 
raise the approximately $500,000 
required for them to purchase the 
adobe.  Already, even before the 
commencement of the period of 
three years allowed for them to 
raise the money, they have raised 
upwards of $140,000.
 The three-year period in the 
Memorandum of Agreement be-
gins after the fi nal state approval 
of the subdivision plans, which is 
not imminent.
 Previously, the lack of coun-

cil action on the zoning and gen-
eral plan amendment has been 
“a little bit of a hurdle in terms 
of fundraising,” Long said.  He 
added that the group has an ex-
cellent working relationship with 
J&J Ranch and has been engaged 
with them about items such as 
the development’s CC&Rs and 
how the adobe parcel will re-
late to the other members of the 
homeowners association.  The 
agreement between the Friends 
and J&J Ranch is that the Friends 
will purchase the parcel and J&J 
will restore it for use as a cultural 
site with limited access for local 
schools and the general public.

925-631-9000 | 348 Park St.   (Next to the Rheem Theatre)

New Hair Salon in Moraga
Book your appointment today!

Our Orinda offi  ce is uniquely posi� oned as a gateway for sellers and buyers around the Bay Area; a central hub for our 30 Be� er Homes and Gardens offi  ces.

Meet our Featured Agents ...

www.bhghome.com/Orinda
Suzie Tinsley 
925.787.3072

CalBRE#01253559

Julie Georgiou 
925.200.8246

CalBRE#01043977 

Tania DeGroot
510.367.1422

CalBRE # 01094898

Rose Brudigan
925.765.6490

CalBRE#00571094

Alan Scearce 
925.938.9200
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Lafaye� e/Walnut Creek Border961 Santa Cruz Drive, Pleasant Hill 66 Stanton Ave, Orinda Unique Investment Opportunity

5-lot subdivision with exis� ng home on approx. 
2 acres has TENTATIVE LOT APPROVAL. Set on 
a Creekside with mature landscaping. Includes 
a soils survey, all u� li� es to the site, and 
condi� ons of approval.  Near BART, freeways and 
shopping. Call Rose Brudigan at 925.765.6490 
for more informa� on.

This 3-bedroom 2-bath home has a sweet front 
porch, bay window, and open-beam living room 
ceiling with cozy fi replace.  The remodeled 
kitchen has granite countertops and � le fl oors; 
private rear yard with new fencing and RV 
parking. Off ered in the mid-$600,000 by Rose 
Brudigan at 925.765.6490.

Spacious 3-bedroom, 2-bath house with a large 
great room, dining area plus a game room, new 
hardwood fl oors, new paint and roof; walls of 
glass look onto a lovely lush yard & pa� o. Close 
to downtown and minutes to shopping, BART 
and freeways.  Off ered at $1,075,000 by Suzie 
Tinsley, 925.787.3072.

Mixed agricultural/residen� al development 
adjacent to Cache Creek Casino and 
golf course! Includes two parcels on 
approximately 400 acres with a single-family 
dwelling and lots more.  
Off ered at $16,000,000 by Julie Georgiou, 
925.200.8246.
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